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In an unexpected turn of events, the U.S. Department of Education is threatening to “limit,
suspend or terminate” federal recognition of the accrediting commission that has threatened to
shut down City College of San Francisco next June.

In a six page letter to Barbara Beno, president of the Accrediting Commission for Community
and Junior Colleges (ACCJC), the Department of Education said that the commission needed to
take “immediate action” to correct four areas of non-compliance with federal regulations.  The
letter came in response to a 275-page complaint filed by California Federation of Teachers over
how the Commission handled the accreditation review of City College. The Commission has
ordered City College closed unless  responds more fully to a series of concerns.  The California
Federation of Teachers represents the faculty and other staff at City College.

In its response to the complaint, federal officials found that several aspects of the commission’s
accreditation review process did not meet the  U.S. Secretary of Education’s criteria for
providing recognition to an accrediting commission.  ”We have determined that in order to avoid
initiation of an action to limit, suspend or terminate ACCJC’s recognition, ACCJC must take
immediate steps to correct the areas of non-compliance identified in this letter,” the letter signed
by Kay Gilcher, director of the U.S. Department of Education’s Accreditation Group, concluded.

Concerns raised in the letter included the commission only having one academic represented on
two evaluation teams of 8 and 16 members respectively, “creating the appearance to the public of
creating a conflict of interest” by Beno’s husband being on one of the evaluation teams, and by
failing to provide a “detailed written report that clearly identifies any deficiencies in the
institution’s compliance” with the commission’s standards.

In a statement published on its website, the commission said it was “disappointed” with the
findings outlined in the letter, and that it would make “necessary changes to appropriately
address the Department’s concerns.”   It took issue with the assertion that only one academic was
represented on the evaluation team, and said that it appeared that in another area the federal
government was imposing new requirements.

The U.S. Department of Education recognizes a range of accrediting commissions across the
nation in order to ensure that federal student loan dollars are spent in colleges that meet its
standards.   Every five years accrediting commissions must apply for renewal of their federal
recognition  In 2007 when its federal recognition came up for renewal, the ACCJ was found to be
“non-compliant” with federal standards, essentially for not being tough enough on colleges not
meeting its standards for accreditation.

The commission said that it would respond to the latest federal concerns as part of its upcoming
recognition review scheduled for December of this year.


