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Last week I outlined the plight of the City College of San Francisco (CCSF) noting that CCSF
had become the “Chicago of Higher Education” as the college and their community allies were
engaged in a struggle to stop the loss of its accreditation at the hands of a corrupt commission
that was driven by a misguided corporate education reform agenda.

As I noted in that column, the Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges
(ACCJC) has become a rogue entity:

Obviously, the ACCJC has a conflict of interest as it has transformed itself into not just an
evaluator but also a lobbying group pushing for various forms of education reform, such as
completion-based funding models and more. They have broken federal laws, destroyed key
documents, intimidated critics, ignored their own rules, and totally disregarded the notion that
agencies involved in the public’s business should be accountable to the public and operate
transparently.

Indeed, as CFT has challenged their role, the ACCJC has shredded documents, tried to impose
confidentiality requirements on publicly elected trustees, sought to destroy shared governance on
campuses, and tried to undermine collective bargaining agreements. In sum, the ACCJC is a
profoundly undemocratic private entity licensed by the U.S. Department of Education that seeks
to operate in secret with no accountability to anyone.

The California Federation of Teacher’s (CFT) response to this untenable situation was to file a
complaint with the ACCJC noting the commission’s failure to follow state and federal law in a
variety of areas while being arbitrarily punitive with their sanctions of CCSF. Predictably,
ACCJC dismissed the CFT complaint, which was then sent to the Department of Education
(DOE) who oversees the commission.

On August 13th, the DOE responded to CFT’s complaint by concluding that the ACCJC had
indeed violated Federal regulations by not adequately representing faculty on their visiting teams,
refusing to comply with conflict of interest requirements, failing to clearly indicate the
significance of their recommendations with regard to meeting standards, and inconsistently
enforcing their “recommendations.” The DOE letter to ACCJC ends by noting that given the fact
that ACCJC is itself up for renewal by the DOE, the DOE will conduct a full review of their
practices that may include other deficiencies not raised in their preliminary report. Hence, after
pulling the accreditation of CCSF the ACCJC itself may now face a similar fate.

The Department of Education’s report calling out the ACCJC’s rogue behavior is a big win for
CFT and its allies in the fight not just to save CCSF but to reform the accreditation process for all
community colleges. It gives the movement to save CCSF political momentum and paves the
way for a lawsuit to challenge the ACCJC’s sanctions in San Francisco. And now that the DOE
has acknowledged the veracity of CFT’s claims against ACCJC, there is also hope that Barbara



Beno’s reign of terror heading that commission may soon be coming to an end.

Thus, CCSF lives to fight another day.


