
Letter from San Francisco Resident Alvin Ja to California Community College Board of 

Governors 

 

To: California Community College Board of Governors, Chancellor Harris, Vice-Chancellors 

Bruckman & Skinner, Consultation Council: 

  

I spoke before the Board of Governors Meeting regarding CCSF on November 12, 2013. 

  

At that 11/12/2013 meeting, CCSF Supertrustee Agrella raised the issue of instability, and how 

instability had contributed to the drop in enrollment.  I remember saying that Ait ain=t rocket 

science@ as to the cause of the instability and enrollment drop. I said that the source of the 

instability was the Termination Order.  Following the Termination Order, it was only common 

sense for students leave CCSF to seek other alternatives to avoid being caught holding the bag if 

the threat of disaccreditation were to be realized. 

  

I also brought up the issue of whether the punishment fit the crime. 

  

State Chancellor Brice Harris wrote a letter dated 1/2/2014 to SF City Attorney Dennis Herrera 

(attached) in which Chancellor Harris stated:  @ we have a continuing responsibility to the 

community and students of San Francisco to ensure that no additional harm is dealt to the 

College as a result of the court=s decision.@  As corollary to the issue of whether the punishment 

fit the crime, why didn=t California Community Colleges (CCC), via the State Chancellor, 

similarly proclaim that CCC had a responsibility to ensure that no additional harm be dealt to 

CCSF and its students as a result of ACCJC=s decision? 

  

Chancellor Harris states:  ACourt intervention is not necessary to keep City College open.A   

Really?!!  How are we students supposed to know this?  By trusting in the fairness of ACCJC?  

 Court intervention was needed precisely because of the disproportionate nature of the ACCJC 

Termination sanction.  Court intervention will help to assure that ACCJC imposed sanctions 

will be FAIR.  Contrary to the letters insinuation, the preliminary injunction will, help, not 

hinder, CCSF=s efforts to provide educational opportunities for the more than 85,000 students it 

serves. 

  

Although severe damage has already been inflicted on CCSF due to ACCJC=s Termination 

Order, the preliminary injunction will give students a little more confidence that CCSF might 

survive and that it isn=t absolutely necessary to Abail.@ 
  

I believe that the Board of Governors needs to do a serious self-examination of itself and its staff 

as to whether there exist ethical misconduct, conflict-of-interest, failure to uphold fiduciary 

duties to CCC and its stakeholders (students, communities, local economies, faculty and staff).  

Bottom-line:  are your loyalties to the People of the State of California, or to an unaccountable 

ACCJC? 

  

Sincerely, 

  



Alvin Ja 

 


