
September 17, 2013

Dr. Sherrill Amador, Chair
Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges 10 Commercial Blvd., Suite 204
Novato, CA 94949

Dear Dr. Amador:

I am writing today to emphasize just how vital the Community College of San Francisco (CCSF)
is to the San Francisco Bay Area. I believe ensuring CCSF receives reaccreditation and is
removed from its "show cause" status as soon as possible must be a priority.

CCSF's possible closure would have clear negative impacts on our K-12 students and the
economic vitality of the San Francisco Bay Area. We must do everything possible to avoid these
devastating potential outcomes.
Over 65,000 students from the San Francisco Unified School District and South San Francisco
Unified School Districts depend upon CCSF to assist them with transferring to four-year
institutions, career technical education training, job skills and training, English as a Second
Language, and other educational opportunities.
CCSF plays a vital role in ensuring the region's students have access to our state's public higher
education institutions. For example, of the 3,849 San Francisco Unified School District (SFUSD)
spring graduates, approximately 1,106 of them enrolled at CCSF in the fall of 2011 (29 percent
of the graduating class at SFUSD).

Students that had planned to obtain job training (like a certificate in automotive technology or
computer applications) will have to look elsewhere, potentially to more expensive private,
for-profit institutions.
CCSF's closure will leave many students discouraged and unsure of how to continue their
postsecondary paths. This frustration, and the potential loss of their higher education dream,
could increase the dropout rate and lead to higher unemployment.

If CCSF closes, students who planned to attend CCSF may not be able to afford to travel to local
community colleges in neighboring areas. Those who can travel could also overload surrounding
community colleges.
CCSF has a significant impact on San Francisco's workforce. For example, nursing students who
received an Associate of Arts/Science degree at CCSF earned an average annual salary of
$78,000 within five years of earning their degree. Its closure would create a large gap in
workforce education in San Francisco, which can ultimately affect the local and state economy.
CCSF offers over 200 low-cost Career Technical Education programs. Students in the middle of
their programs would have to find other community colleges to continue their programs. Or
worse, they will drop out completely.

I urge you to do everything possible to avoid the horrible outcomes I have described above. Our
students, the San Francisco Bay Area, and the state cannot afford them.



Given the recent United States Department Education findings that the City College of San
Francisco accreditation review process was flawed, I encourage the Accrediting Commission of
Community and Junior Colleges to rescind the college's show cause sanction.

Removal of the immediate disaccreditation threat will create a more positive environment. It also
will allow all interested parties to work together and take necessary steps to ensure CCSF
remains open to serve the students and the community.

If you have any questions about this subject, please contact me through Rebecca Barrett, Special
Advisor to the State Superintendent of Public Instruction, by phone at 916-3241597 or by e-mail
at rbarrettcde.ca.00v.
Sincerely,

Tom Torlakson
State Superintendent of Public Instruction



Press Release [emphasis added]
ACCJC Comment on Superintendent Tom Torlakson's Letter
Novato, California — 18 September 2013:

The Accrediting Commission for Community and Junior Colleges, Western Association of
Schools and Colleges (ACCJC) was surprised to receive a letter addressed to Chair Sherrill
Amador from Superintendent Torlakson, and copied widely to educational and political leaders
in the Bay Area, in which he asks the ACCJC to reverse the action taken on City College of San
Francisco (CCSF).

The public needs to know that there is a federal regulation that mandates that an accrediting body
terminate the accreditation of an institution found in noncompliance with any standard or
provide a timeframe of no more than two years for the institution to bring itself into compliance.
The ACCJC enforced this rule after CCSF had been given far more time and opportunity - up to
seven years in some areas - to come into compliance.

When the Commission told the College in 2012 that it needed to move expeditiously to fully
address deficiencies, the institution was unable to achieve the internal consensus and
commitment to action that was needed to enact changes identified by the college Chancellor and
State Trustee. The Commission's action in June 2013 was based on the evidence provided by the
College itself and by the evaluation team, which showed the college was able to accomplish little
over the previous year, was still divided and still did not comply with Accreditation Standards.

Commission Chair Sherrill Amador stated, "The best way forward is for the institution, its staff
and faculty, to join the college leaders in making needed changes to improve the quality and
secure the future accreditation of the college. The Commission is sure that Mr. Torlakson, other
political leaders and educators in the Bay Area and the State share the belief that the students and
citizens of San Francisco deserve an institution that meets standards of quality met by 111
other public community colleges in California.

[Note: Most of the community colleges have been on some sanction from the ACCJC over the
last six years for not satisfying all of the so-called “standards of quality” imposed on them by the
ACCJC. The ACCJC was criticized by the United States Department of Education for its
numerous violations of national requirements - one of those violations addressed the issue of
what constituted “noncompliance” and the unclear nature of the difference between a suggestion
for a change and a requirement to change made by a Visiting Team or the ACCJC. None of the
concerns raised by the ACCJC addressed the quality of the educational program at CCSF - M.
Hittelman]


